Pseudoaneurysm. Incidence, Therapy and Complications.
Pseudoaneurysms (PSAs) are commonly known as complications associated with invasive interventions. Because of the pulsatile in- and outflow of blood through the neck of PSAs, they tend to grow and, in the worse cases, can rupture. Therapeutic options are compression therapy, using a compression bandage and ultrasound-guided compression, and thrombin injection. Manual ultrasound-guided compression is widely performed and is successful in most cases. In general, it is combined with a subsequently applied compression bandage. Thrombin injection is a more difficult technique, but it has a higher success rate. This article gives an overview of the characteristics of PSAs, their diagnostic characteristics and the therapeutic methods used to treat them. Complications associated with compression or thrombin injection are also explained in detail.